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From the Headmaster’s Desk

Ian Lehy

Staff
Nikki Littleford and Noloyiso Nduva have added to our growing band of 
staff children’s boys by giving birth to their sons; Nikki’s baby was born 
in the first week of term and Noloyiso’s last Thursday. We congratulate 
KJ Friend who has been selected as the SA U-16 boys’ assistant hockey 
coach. Nonzukiso Mbila will finish with us tomorrow. We thank her for 
her year’s service to our school as a Xhosa FAL teacher and wish her 
well in her new line of work.

Support
Thank you to everyone who attended our various parents’ meetings 
and the Inter-house Athletics. We trust that our new families are 
already starting to feel part of Hudson Park. Your child’s teacher will 
have made contact with you and, as soon as class reps have been 
appointed (Grades 1-7), they will also be in contact with you to help 
ensure that your start at our school is a happy one. Thank you to 
everyone who sent water to our school last Friday. Together with our 
high school, we collected 4 700 litres and we shall continue collecting 
tomorrow and next Friday to assist those folk in drought-stricken areas.

Applications for 2017
For those families who would like to consider Hudson Park as their 
child’s school, please note the following closing dates for the first 
round of applications for 2017:
Grade R by 10 March 2016
Grades 1-7 by 17 March 2016
All applications submitted by those dates will be considered for the 
potential gaps which we would have identified by then. Applications 
received after these dates can only be considered if gaps occur later in 
the year. We shall send out regret letters to unsuccessful applications 
submitted by these dates, but the onus is on parents to check with the 
school if they have not received any form of communication, whether 
successful or unsuccessful, by 9 May.

Grade R 2017
Those Hudson Park families who have children born in 2011 and would 
like these siblings to attend our school, must please apply by the end of 
February this year for Grade R 2017. Please remember that a sibling 
must have the same biological mother and/or father and be living in 
the same house as the HPPS brother/sister. The family must also not be 
in arrears with school fees as Grade R is not included in the small 
government allocation to schools. Our SGB reserves the right to accept 
siblings or not.

Social media responsibility
Elsewhere in this publication, you will find some very useful 

information on the correct, mature manner in which to handle social 
media. Please read the article very carefully so that, if you use social 
media, you do so in such a way that it helps to build our school and its 
people. Your support in this regard will be much appreciated.

PTA
Our PTA had their first meeting last week and the following office bearers 
were elected:
Chairperson: Sonja Liebold
Vice Chairperson: Tracey Barratt
Secretary: Caroline Wolmarans
Treasurer: Sherene Forsyth
Mothers’ Chairladies: Jo Marais and Lindsay Sanders
Congratulations and thank you to these parents for being prepared to 
serve in leadership roles. We had a wonderful turnout at the meeting 
and we all look forward to serving our school this year. To our outgoing 
chairperson, Ryno Wolmarans, and our outgoing treasurer, Michelle 
Chapman, we thank you for your service over the years. Ryno, you 
always lead from the front and we are forever indebted to you for your 
tireless work which was always performed for the benefit of our 
children.

Expenses letter
Our letter detailing anticipated expenses for the year has been placed on 
our D6 Communicator. If you do not have access to our D6, please let us 
know and we’ll print this letter for you.

Conversational Xhosa
Please note that we now have conversational Xhosa classes after school 
for any senior primary children who wish to learn to talk isiXhosa. The 
details are on the extramural programme which was sent to all families.

Sport
Please ensure that, barring sound medical reasons, your children have 
chosen at least one summer sport and that you encourage your children 
to participate in sport. Being physically active, helps our children to 
become more balanced and it is healthy. 

Parents visiting the school
While we really appreciate the interest and involvement of our parents 
in our school, we request that parents please not go directly to 
classrooms during academic hours to see teachers or children as this 
disrupts the teaching and learning process. Please arrange interviews 
with teachers by using the homework diary and email, for example, or 
report to one of our receptions and you will be assisted there. We 
appreciate your support with this request.

Smiles All Around For The First Day of School



Guidelines for Hair

Our school rule states simply that our children's hair must 
be neat and clean, but we provide the following guidelines 
for our families regarding the children's hair. These 
guidelines do not cover all the weird and wonderful choices 
which our children, and their hairdressers, can make so 
please check with us before spending money on a hairstyle 
which, we feel, will help to tarnish the good name of our 
school. If there are cultural expectations which appear 
contrary to these guidelines, please send the school a letter 
outlining these expectations so that we may consider any 
deviations.

General:
1. Keep hair out of the eyes.
2. Do not cut unnatural steps/layers into the hair.
3. Do not colour the hair using a colour which differs to the 

natural colour.

Boys:
1. Do not wax or gel the hair.
2. Do not cut patterns in the hair.
3. The hair must not reach over the top of the ears nor over 

the collar of the blazer/shirt.

Girls:
1. Use only navy blue or red hair accessories.
2. Ensure that braiding is fine and small enough to fit all the 

hair neatly into your swimming cap.
3. Hair longer than shoulder length must be tied up.

Open from Mondays to Thursdays from 12:00-
15:00. Contact Julie Holmes on 083 417 8114 or 

jholmes@hpps.co.za. 
We keep lost property.  

Please ensure that your child’s clothing is labeled.
Name Badges can be ordered at the School Shop for 

R12.00

School Shop

You are welcome to join our parents’ prayer 
group on Thursday mornings from 7:30-8:00 in 
the Centennial Centre.

Parents’ Prayer Group

School Magazine
There are still copies of the 2015 school magazine 
available. You may buy one from the main office for 
R50.

Congratulations to Liezel and Steve 
Crossman on the birth of their son, 
Adam Nicholas Crossman, 3,57kg on 
10 December 2015.

Congratulations to 
Richard and Caryn 
Woods on the birth 
of their son, 
Thomas Richard 
Woods, 3kg on 6 
January 2016.

Closing Dates for Applications

Closing Dates for Applications: 

Grade R : Thursday 10 March
Grade 1-7: Thursday 17 March

Parents who have siblings starting Grade R 
next year are encouraged to submit their 
forms as soon as possible.



Communicating with Hudson Park Primary School...

Parents, please be advised of the following open channels of communication. This is to allow for a better flow of 
communication between parents and the staff. We would much rather hear your views/queries than have parents 
resort to harmful social/car park/sports field comments.

Our philosophy in this regard is:
= If we have made a mistake, we’ll apologise, thank you for your communication and try to learn from it.
= If we agree with you, we’ll thank you for your communication and revisit that particular policy.
= If we disagree with you, we’ll thank you for your communication and explain our policy.

We challenge our assumptions on a weekly basis because of communication from our parents. Please help us to 
continue improving.

Academic and General
First speak to the teacher concerned, then speak to 
the grade head:
= Grade R: Miss Korte
= Grade 1: Mrs Stirk
= Grade 2: Mrs Baling
= Grade 3: Mrs Myburgh
= Grade 4: Mrs Mey
= Grade 5: Mrs Human
= Grade 6: Mr Loock
= Grade 7: Mr Joseph
then speak to the Academic head:
= Foundation Phase: Mrs Heaton
= Senior Primary: Mrs Crossman/ Mr Lumb
then speak to Mr Lehy.

Pastoral
First speak to the teacher concerned, then speak for 
the Pastoral head, Mr Lands.

Cultural
First speak to the teacher concerned, then speak to 
the head of the subject:
= Music: Mr Johannisen
= Chess: Mrs Hansen
= Art: Mrs Kruger
= Drama: Mr Lands
than speak to the Cultural head, Mrs Nel.

ICT
First speak to the teacher concerned, then speak to 
the ICT head, Mrs Skelly.

Security and Maintenance
First speak to the teacher concerned, then speak to 
the head of Security and Maintenance, Mr Smit.

Sport
First speak to the coach concerned, then speak to the 
head of the sports code:
= Hockey: Mr Friend
= Rugby: Mr Hansen
= Netball: Mrs Smit
= Athletics: Mr Joseph
= Cricket: Mr Hansen
= Tennis: Mrs Nel
= Aquatics: Mrs Smit
= Biathle: Mrs Van Zyl
= Squash: Mr Van Jaarsveld
then speak to the head of Sport, Mr Hansen.

Aftercare
First speak to the staff member concerned, then speak 
to:
= Junior Aftercare: Mrs Goodall
= Middle Aftercare: Mrs Edwards
= Senior Aftercare: Mrs Coetzee
then speak to Mrs Heaton.

Facebook
We trust that you will 
enjoy seeing photographs 
of your children on our 
Facebook page. Unless you 
indicate your objection to 
us in writing, we shall take 
it that you have given your 
consent for us to do so.

Aftercare
We still have a few 
spaces available for 

Grade 2 - Grade 7 at our 
Aftercare. If you are 
interested in sending 

your child, please 
collect application 

forms from our offices. 

Hudson Park Primary makes use of the popular D6 School 
Communicator system to communicate important day-to-
day information to parents. 

Parents, please take a moment to download D6. It is 
available for free for desktop PC's, Android phones and 
tablets, iPhones and iPads. There is also a mobile 
website.

Click on the following link choose the system you would 
prefer:
http://www.school-communicator.com/download.php 

D6 Communicator

Carnival 2016
Please note that our annual school Carnival will 
be held on Saturday, 12 March 2016.

http://www.school-communicator.com/download.php




‘’Harnessing the Power of Social Media’’

It feels private, but it isn’t. 

With the eruption of social media scandals in the last month, we need to be more aware than ever of the importance and impact of our 
social media use. The beginning of the new year is a good time for us all to take stock of the indelible footprint we have left online, and 
to make conscious and considered decisions about our social media going forward. Here are some points on which to reflect: 

· As we have recently learnt through the case of Dianne Kohler Barnard, we are legally and morally responsible for not just what we 
personally post online but also for what we like and share. The law considers putting something on social media in the same way as publishing 
it – so if you wouldn’t want to print it in a newspaper don’t put it online. If you “like” or “share” a post, you are endorsing it and are legally 
responsible for publishing it. Even if you indirectly publish it, you can be held legally liable. 

· Please don’t spread negative or shaming stories. These are often posted by people with caring motives concerned about a particular 
situation, but invariably portray only one side of the story. If you do not have firsthand knowledge of the situation (e.g. you witnessed the 
events) you may be spreading false rumours, and may be sued for your part in publishing these. In particular, please be careful about posts 
that aim to “name and shame” others with photographs and names. There have been cases where the allegations have been proved false, 
but the damage to the person’s reputation has been done and they have to live with it or, in some cases, even commit suicide as a result. 

· Words posted on social media lack vocal tone. This means we do not know whether they are said with a smile on your face, a frown, a joking 
tone or sarcastically with rolling eyes. It is easy to be confused about a person’s motivation and meaning when posting online. If you see 
something online that is hurtful or offensive, it is always a good idea to ask the person to clarify their motives before jumping to the worst 
conclusion. A simple question or two may save a lot of heartache. 

· Childhood is a time for making mistakes and learning from them. This is the reason social media websites have age restrictions. Just as you 
would not want an indelible public record of your childhood mistakes and growing pains, ensure that you protect your child’s privacy. 
Remember too that you are legally liable for what your child posts online, and can be sued if the content is not suitable. School rules do 
extend to social media – so if evidence is posted of your child breaking the school rules they will be subject to school disciplinary procedures. 

· Specifically regarding communication with Hudson Park, if you are unhappy or confused about something at the school, please contact us 
directly and do not post about it on social media. If there is a problem we would like to know so that we can fix it as soon as possible. Email, 
phone or speak directly to the teacher or coach involved. If this does not resolve the issue, it can be escalated to the grade head or head of the 
sports code, a member of the management team or the principal. 

Social media is an incredibly powerful tool, but it is up to us to choose how to use it. It can be highly destructive to our harmony and 
reputations. But it can also be used in such a way that enhances our own reputations, and spreads peace and tolerance. Please help us 
to use it to spread goodness and joy.”

From the ICT Department 

iPad Project
The next exciting phase of ICT development takes place this year. Grades 5 and 6 were selected for the introduction of 
iPads in 2016. iPads will be used daily for curriculum delivery in the classrooms and for various homework tasks. Each 
pupil is required to have their own iPad, with minimum specifications being the Mini2, with WiFi, 16 GB or above. 
Parents had the option of sourcing these through the school, or independently.

During the holidays much work was done to prepare the infrastructure. The computers in the Computer Academy 
were replaced with upgrades, essential maintenance was done in the server room, UPSs were installed and our 
Primary and High schools were linked through PABX telephone systems. Part of the cabling and housing was done and 
the wireless equipment was delivered. We are eagerly waiting for a new server, additional network hardware and UPS 
monitoring system to arrive. Classroom projectors, compatible with the Apple TV system, have been ordered.

The iPads should arrive towards the end of February. At that point, pupils who secured their iPads independently will 
be asked to bring them to school, along with the required documentation as shared with you last year. All the iPads 
will need to be configured to our network and have the textbooks loaded onto them. Pupils are encouraged to 
provide a sturdy cover for their iPads. Classroom implementation is planned for the end of March or beginning of the 
second term.

Individual lockers have been ordered for iPad security. The installation date for the lockers is mid-March. These will be 
accessible before school, during school hours and in the afternoons. Grade 5 lockers will be in the passage outside 
the hall, and Grade 6 lockers will be in the extension of their classroom corridor. Each pupil must bring a combination 
lock for his/her own locker. The iPads will be stored in the locker before school, then taken to the classroom, and 
stored in the locker again while the child participates in extramural activities. 

Staff training began last year and will continue. The success of the iPad project relies on ongoing support for teachers 
and pupils, and carefully planned incremental usage of the devices.

We’re tremendously excited about the iPad innovation and aim to continue providing our children with the best 
educational opportunities available. Thank you for your continued interest and support. Please address any queries to 
office@hpps.co.za dskelly@hpps.co.za or  

Di Skelly
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From the Foundation Phase...

Every morning at 9:00, our children enjoy 

"Sip and Crunch". All pupils are encouraged 

to bring either fresh fruit or a vegetable 

portion and a bottle of water to school.  

This is  part of our Live Well  Excel 

programme.

 

Please remember to ‘Slip’ on a hat 
and ‘Slop’ on some sunscreen. 

Gr R- 3 Picnic
The family picnic for Grade R-3 will take place on Wednesday 3 February from 17:00 – 
19:00. This is a wonderful way to get to know the other parents in the grade. Please 
pack a picnic basket and come and enjoy a fun filled evening on the cricket field next to 
the swimming pool.      

Kiss and Drop Zone/Traffic offenders
The traffic in the Kiss and Drop Zone needs to flow smoothly in order to avoid 
congestion in Devereux Avenue. There are numerous parents who choose to park while 
they drop their children off, creating a bottle neck in the traffic.  Please assist us in this 
area as it is vital for the safety of our children. We also request that certain parents 
refrain from being abusive towards the personnel in the car park – they are there to 
ensure that the traffic flows smoothly. The fine for doing an illegal u-turn from the kiss 
and drop zone into Devereux Avenue or across the double barrier line on the opposite 
side of Devereux Avenue into our kiss and drop zone is in the region of R1000-00 and we 
have requested that the traffic department keep a close watch to assist us. We have 
security cameras in the kiss and drop zone and are very grateful to the concerned 
parents and staff members who regularly send us car registration numbers of offenders 
to publish in our foundation phase newsletter. There is also a reporting tool from the 
traffic department which may be used should you witness a motorist breaking a traffic 
law on the roads around our school, especially at our entrance where parents park in a 
driving lane.  If this form is completed and sent to the traffic department, they will take 
action. If the offender appeals, you may well be called to testify so you need to be 
prepared for this possibility. You cannot pass the information on to someone else to use 
the reporting tool. It is your choice. A few parents have already made use of it based on 
what they have witnessed, so we are sending this as notification in case you should find 
yourself in a hot seat. 
Please remember and adhere to the following important car park rules: 
* YOU MAY NEVER DO A RIGHT TURN INTO DEVEREUX AVENUE
   WHEN EXITING FROM THE CAR PARK
* Please DO NOT ever double park
* Please kiss and drop your child in the car park area between 06:30 and 07:30 in the 
morning. We suggest that Grade R parents drop their children after 7:30 to avoid the 
congestion. 
* Please do not park on any zebra crossing
* Please do not park in the allocated  STAFF PARKING BAYS

Lunches
We continue to promote healthy lunches at our school and our tuckshop is accredited to 
the Heart Foundation. We have a quick five minute snack in the classroom at 09:00. 
Please send either fruit, veggies or water for what we call “sip and crunch”. Nothing else 
will be allowed during this time.  
Some other ideas for break time healthy lunches are: All fruit, pretzels (not the ones 
with chocolate coating), nuts, biltong, popcorn, provita, 'white' and brown bread or rolls 
with a healthy filling, raisins, bran muffins, crunchies, fruit flakes, yoghurt, salad, 
vegetable sticks. 

Blazers
Blazers are not worn this term, but please ensure that your child has a blazer from the 
start of the second term. 



From the Senior Primary...

School Calendar 

Term 1 13 Jan - 18 Mar

Term 2  5 Apr - 24 Jun

Term 3 18 July - 30 Sep

Term 4 10 Oct - 7 Dec

Upcoming Events

30 Jan Cricket vs Dale 

3 Feb Foundation Phase 

Picnic at 17.00

6 Feb Cricket vs Cambridge

Hudsonians of the week

Our Hudsonians of the week are 
Jenna Ketteringham and Olivia Schaefer. 

These water polo girls played in the Border u13A water 
polo team, as u12's, at South African Schools National 
Tournament. This team came second in the country. 

Congratulations to our Head of Sport, 
Mr Hansen. He recently completed 
his second Ironman triathlon in 6 

hours 45 minutes.   

Last week we collected water  we collected 2697,5 litres of water. 

Please continue to promote - we shall be collecting again on 29 January and 
5 February 2016. Thank you for all your support.

Eagle & Bean 
Coffee Shop

Please support the Eagle 
and Bean Coffee shop 
while you wait for your 
child to finish his/her 
sport. Tea, coffee, milo and 
hot chocolate are available.  
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